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mild measures. Mobs came crowding round the palace with
hostile shouts, and before nightfall the King was intimidated into
appointing Thiers and Odilon Barrot as ministers—which was
tantamount to a promise of " parliamentary reform."
Thiers had now gained all that he wanted; but he found that
the passions he had aroused could not be checked at will. For
during the following night the republicans determined to take
advantage of the excitement to gain their own ends. They
placed the bodies of some men who had been killed in the
rioting on lorries and paraded them through the streets to arouse
the horror and indignation of the multitude. " Louis-Philippe
nous fait massacrer comme Charles X," said a poster ; " Qu'il
aille le rejoindre ! " Cries of " Vive la Republique ! " were
heard in the streets for the first time since 1830. The old King
was no longer the man he had been on that occasion. His nerve
gave way; he abdicated in favour of his ten-year-old grand-
son, the Comte de Paris, and hastily left for England, where he
and the Queen landed as " Mr. and Mrs. Smith/' By this
action he left his supporters—including the majority in the
Chamber—in the lurch. A mob broke into the Assembly Hall
and insisted on the deputies nominating a Provisional Govern-
ment, of which the chief members were Ledru-Rollin and a
well-known litterateur named Lamartine. Nothing was said
about abolishing the monarchy; but that issue was being shaped
at that very moment in another part of Paris.
For during the afternoon Louis Blanc and his friends had
taken possession of the Hotel de Ville, where they proclaimed
a socialist republic and set up a Provisional Government of
their own, including Blanc and a workman named Albert. For
a few hours it seemed as if an armed conflict would break out
between the faction of the tricolore and the faction of the red
flag; but this was averted through the tactful mediation of
Lamartine, who induced Blanc and his colleagues to take sub-
ordinate office in the Government which had been set up at the
Tuileries, on the understanding that a Constituent Assembly
should be elected by universal suffrage to meet on 5th March,

